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Bethel  Church  rebounds  from  Katrina 


>INCE  1877 


By  WUliam  H.  Perkins  jt. 
Editor 


More  than  60  people  were 
sheltering  in  the  fellowship  hall 
of  Bethel  Churdi  in  Pearl  Wver 
Association  when  Hurricane 
Katrina  passed  over  in  late 
August  z005  and  surgically 
removed  the  roof. 

"What  was  left  of  the  roof 
was  found  later  in  Buck  Branch 
Creek,  50  vards  away,"  said 
Pastor  Floyci  Davis. 

Needless  to  say,  it's  a  day 
those  60  people  wcm't  s<x>n  for¬ 
get.  The  story  had  a  happy 
endiM  as  everyone  scurried  to 
the  Family  Life  Center  next 
door,  which  miraculously 
escaped  serious  damage  and 
played  a  crucial  response  and 
relief  role  in  the  surrounding 
community  for  many  mcmths 
after  the  hurricane. 

The  Family  Li£e  Center  served 
as  a  Red  Cross  shelter,  and  mem¬ 
bers  utilized  it  as  a  distribution 
point  fnpd  jclothing,  and 
other  pssfhriri items.  At  petk,  the 
church  was  providing  more  than 
350  meals  per  day  to  die  sur¬ 
rounding  oouumnity. 
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"It  was  the  only  useable  Hunicani 
building  in  a  wide  area,"  said  new  Bali 
Dena  Baltimore,  the  church's 
secretary.  "We  cleaned  it  up  after 
the  storm  and  used  it  tor  the  next  18 
mcmths.  We  held  church  services  in  there 
until  we  moved  bade  into  the  Sanctuary  cm 
June  17  of  this  year. 

"Gcxl  provieW.  We  hardly  ran  exit  of 
anything  Wfore  it  was  replaced.  You  ccxild 
see  Gcxfs  hand  in  all  that  was  happening." 

Most  of  the  main  ciiurdi  builewig  had  to 
be  tom  exit  to  the  studs  after  Katrina,  Davis 


^Henderson  Point  bids  rejected 

By  WUUap  H.  PtfldM  |& 


AsMOkbly  cm  Henderson  Point  in 
Aiuniet  2005,  and  mesaengm  to  die 
2000  annual  meeting  of  die  Miaalaaippi 
bid  for  dw  Hendefsem  Point  Baptist  Ccmventkm  voted  to  sell  die  ^ 

acre,  beadilront  property. 

Bids  were  accepted  through 
September  21  and  opened  during  a 
dal  meetiim  of  die  l»ecutive  Committee 
cm  September  24. 

Rioiardscm  said  die  .Executive 
Cemimittee  dedded  not  to  release  die 
of  exar  names  of  the  bidders  or  the  amenmt  of 
IS  oon-  die  UdiL  due  to  die  fact  that  die  ptoper- 
odier  ty  is  still  cm  die  market.  *As  stewards, 
at  the  we  don't  want  to  do  anythiim  diat  mi^t 
adpon,  adversely  affect  die  value  orthe  proper- 


ed  September  24  as  insuffident  by  the 
Exearave  Committee  of  die  Missiswppi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  (MBCB). 

appreciate  ah  dw  bkhi^  iniBsest 
but  we  oonchidad  diat  the  submitted  bids 
did  not  meet  cxir  expectatkxis 
the  value  of  die  properQf.  bi  Hi 
re^xxwibflity  to  die  duudiss  c 
vention,  we  srill  be  explor 
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Alcohol  takes  aim  at  young 


ttiM  par  wwk  whik  94%  of  females 
In  M  aft  group  aro  tunad  in,  Ualen- 
Inam  avarage  14  houn  par  wariL* 
naed  not  be  a  maiketing  exec¬ 
utive  to  understand  dw  gravity  of 
thorn  numbers.  In  die  aUnniportant 
youdi  daaaographic  it's  a  dream 
come  true  for  die  alcohol  industry 
whidw  Uba  die  tobacco  companies, 
must  recruit  new  users  to  replace 
diose  who  die  from  the  effects  of  a 
lifetime  of  physical  debasement  from 
using  their  products. 

"Aldiough  communities  across 
die  lution  have  made  significant 
efforts  to  reduce  voudi  access  to 
alcohol  underage  arinking  remains 
a  widespriead  and  tragic  public 
healdi  prot^lem,"  CAMY  reports.  ^ 
dieir  amor  year  in  hi^  sdiool  45% 
of  young  people  report  drinkiiM 
wim  die  past  30  days,  and  25% 
reported  binge  drinking  of  five  or 


adia  watdiars  have  com¬ 
plained  for  years  about  the 
alcohol  industry's  blatant 
pi  to  market  dieir  products  to 
I.  Many  of  these  media  watdi- 

^  s  _s*  _  i 
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ere  have  nopardcuUr  religious  affili¬ 
ation;  they  just  want  what's  best  for 
die  nation's  diildren.  From  all  indlca- 
dofu,  diafs  not  what  die  alcohol 
i^ustry  wants. 

The  Center  on  Alcohol 
You^ 


■  Marketing  and 
(CAMY)  at  Ge 
University  in  Wa 
D.C.,  has  just  rdi 
explosive  results  of  yet 
another  study  that  proves 
beyond  a  d<Mbt  what  die 
alcohol  industry  is  up  to. 

llic  study,  dtlea  Youdi 
Exposure  to  Alcohol 
Aavertisingon  Radio,  2006, 
analyzed  ^7,602  alcohol 
product  advertisements  in 
is  of  die  largest  radio  mar- 
WUliamR  kets  in  the  ifsTin  2OO6.  llie 

Peridnsli. 

more  dian  a 

Editor  diird  of  advertising  place¬ 
ments  for  alcohed  products  in 
I  28  of  the  largest  radio  markka  (120,299 


^  more  drinks  in  a  row  widiin  the 

M  P***  wjeeks,  CAMY  states. 

C  l^^ni  Anheuser-BiMdh  Cos.,  IrK.,  of  St. 

— -y  II,.  Louis,  one  of  die  largest  pushers  of 

iJmx'  *'  ala^lic  rriisery  in  die  country,  pre- 

PIITn  dictably  dismiMed  die  study  m  a 

0Ug»  statement  quoted  by  Associated 

Press.  "Preventing  underage  drink- 
ing  is  about  preventing  youth 
brands  placed  more  dian  access  to  alcohol  riot  about  what  a  tern 
[verdsements  on  program-  does  or  doesn't  hev  on  die  radio,"  said 
I  were  more  likely  to  hear  company  Vice-President  Carol  Clark. 
tMsis  dian  adults.  Now,  how's  that  for  intellectual  dis- 

pushers  know  what  diey  honesty?  Qark  says  teens  drm't  drink 
espite  competition  from  because  of  what  dwy  hear  on  the  radio, 
t  messaging,  and  the  while  her  company  is  a  large  and  influ- 
emains  a  popular  medium  ential  part  of  an  industry  diat  inarguably 
the  study  reports,  aims  its  radio  advertising  squarely  at 
roent  of  teens  listen  to  die  young  people. 

while  65.5%  listen  to  it  Wril  whidi  is  it?  They  seem  to  want  it 
uparing  geriders,  87.9%  of  both  ways  —  but  what  diey  really  want 
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Mississippi  Baptist  churches  celebrate  6,950  years  of  service 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Historical 
Commission  (MdHC)  nas  announced 
that  a  toul  of  M  diuroies  and  one  asso¬ 
ciation,  representing  6,950  years  of 
KingdcMn  work,  will  readi  significant 
milestones  in  die  mondu  to  come  and 
are  urged  to  celebrate  diose  anniver¬ 
saries,  according  to  MBHC  Executive 
Secretory  Edward  L.  McMillan. 

"Each  dmrdi  that  informs  MBHC  ot 
their  significant  anniversary  celebrations 
will  receive  a  framed  certificate  and  letter 
of  commendation,*  McMillan  said. 

A  significant  anniversary  is  defined  ^ 
the  commission  as  200  yeark  175  years,  l50 
yeark  125  years,  and  idO  years. 

McMillan  said  the  commission 
requests  diat  any  churdi  celebrating  a 
significant  anniversary  that  is  not 
induded  in  the  list  below  should  contact 
MBHC  at  P.O.  Box  4024,  Clinton,  MS 
39058.  Telephone:  (601)  925-3434.  E-maU: 
mbhcOmc.edu. 


(Organized  1833) 


CarroUlon  (Carroll) 

Go^  Hom  (Winston) 

New  Hom  (Cov/lelf  Davis) 
Wshalak  (Kanper) 


(Organized  1858) 


years  ot 

ignificant  Arkad^^  (Lauderdale) 

M>me  and  DeSoto  (Clarke) 

anniver-  First,  Buckaturms  (WSsyne) 

Executive  Gum  brings  (Simpson) 

New  HopelLsake) 


New  Hope  (X-tended) 
Northskw  (Union  Co.) 
Rocky  Point  (Leake) 
Rodey  brings  (Yazoo) 
Shiloh  (Mon^omery) 


(Organized  1883) 

Bedwaida  (Neshoba) 

Firsl  Columbia  (Maikxi) 
First  Rakigh  (Smith) 
Gaston  (Prentiss) 
GjDsburgftfjssi^pi) 
Lebanon  (Benloh-lropah) 
Longview  (Pontotod 
hfioway  (Leake) 
Montioae  (Javier) 


Poplar  Springs  Drive  (Lauderdale) 
Rawls  %>rii^  (Lebanon) 

Sabougb  (CiDioun) 


Saiepla  (Calhoun) 
Silver  Springs  (pike) 


Smyrna  (Copiah) 

Zion  HiU  (Copiah) 
Itawamba  Association 


(Organized  1908) 

Baxterville  (Lamar) 

Bay  Sprir^  (Jasper) 

Bayou  lUui  Fellowahip  (Gulf  Coast) 
First  Beaumont  (Perry) 

Bernal  (Lincoln) 

Dakvib  (Lauderdale) 

Eastoort  enshomingo) 

Edmoaton  (Frsnklitu 
EdenfYsaoo) 

Edna  (Marion) 

First  Lanibett  (Nordi  Delta) 
Geonstown  (Copiah) 
O^mMBn^^irotoc)  ^ 

Mo^im^ha^  (Golden  THan^) 
Pearson  (Raiikin) 

Palal-Harvcy  (Lihanon) 

Pine  Forest  Odontgomery) 


Sleep  Hollow  (Psacl  River) 
First  llitwilerMocdi  Central 
Union  South  (Cov/J^  Davis 
Wisnilla  (Lawnnoe) 

Wellman  (Lincoln) 


Ths  BAmer  Rboozd 


Persecution  of  religious  minorities  in  Iraq  continues 


Over  20.000  Mississippi  teens  and  adults  gather  in  the  early  morning  of 
Sept.  17  for  the  Ttfi  annual  See  You  at  the  Pole  emphasis,  according  to  Don 
Lum,  youth  consultant  in  the  Evangelism  Department.  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


vice  president  for  institutional  administra- 

tion  at  Southern  Semirutry  in  Louisville,  It 

Ky.,  since  Aue^  2004.  He  joined  tfie  semi- 

nary  staff  in  2000  as  assistant  director  of  admissions  and  was 

named  director  of  devdcpment  in  January  2001.  Logan  was 

a  computer  arudyst  widt  State  Farm  Insurance  in 

Bloomfogton,  Ill.,  from  1990-92  and  a  State  Farm  agent  in 

Water  ViSey  from  1992-97  before  entering  the  minist^  in.  He 

earned  a  master  of  divinity  degree  in  evangdism  aiKl  church 

growdt  from  ^  semini^^s  BiUy  Graham  School  of 
MiMions,  EvangdUsm  and  Cnurtii  Growth  in  2001.  He  also 
holds  master's  and  bachelor's  degrees  in  business  adminis¬ 
tration  from  Delta  Slate  Univeraite  in  Cleveland.  The  Logans 
have  three  sons:  Tbey,  12,  lydet  10,  and  WU,  6. 


A  total  of  4,201  public  decisions  concerning  personal  relationships  %vith 
Jesus  Chiist  are  made  through  Southern  Baptist  Centrifuge  camps  and  church 
recreation  conferences  during  the  summer.  At  Cemrifuge  youth  camps,  a  total 
of  <073,  or  about  16%  of  the  participants,  made  public  decisions. 


Nearly  8,000  delegates  to  the  first  National  Conference  of  Southern 
Baptist  Men  held  in  Oklahoma  Qty  Sre  challenged  by  keynote  speaker 
Carlyle  Mamey  to  '‘accept  the  conditions  and  challenges  of  a  freedom  we 
have  not  yet  got." 
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You  Can  Rbstond 
Right  Nowl 

Sirmlv  share  the  following  mtyer 
with  God  in  your  own  wotw: 

h  Loni  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  simmed.) 

2.  I  want  fomveness  for  my 
sins  and  freeoom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  mve  to  forgive  my 
sins  aiul  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  ^  /eesie.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationahip  with  Him.  (7 
receive  Ckrtet  me  my  Smvior 
end  Lord.) 


"But  m  many  as  reoened  him, 
to  diem  he  emoe  Bn  right  to  become 
ddkhen  qfCod,  even  to  those  who 
believe  hum  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


Tiabs  in  Chubch 

It  was  just  a  normal  Sunday 
morning  worship  service. 
There  was  a  great  crowd.  We 
had  all  been  greeted,  seated, 
(»ayed  with,  praved  fbi;  and 
now  we  were  standing  and 
singiits.  The  congregation  and 
chmr  nad  joined  in  witit  tiie 
minister  of  music  and  praise 
team  singing  the  words  of  that 
moving  modem  hymn,  "You 
are  God  alone  from  oefore  time 
begaiv  you  were  on  your 
tiirone.  You  are  God  alone. 
Right  now  in  tiw  good  times 
and  bad,  you  are  on  your 
throne.  You  are  God  alone  — 
unchangeable,  unshakable, 
unstoppable  that's  what  you 
are  ...''  I  did  not  know  one 
person  in  the  building  —  not 
me  pastor,  staff,  a  deacon, 
Suikuiy  Sdiool  teadiei;  greetei; 
or  fellow  visitor.  I  kn^  no 
one,  but  suddenly  I  was 
impacted  by  the  majesty, 
meaning,  and  miraculous 
impact  of  tius  moment  in  wor- 
dup  where  tite  message  and 
music  collided  in  die  worship¬ 
per's  heart. 

It  is  impossible  to  describe 
the  numMr  of  issues  and 
areas  of  my  o%vn  life  tiuit  were 
brought  before  tite  very  pres¬ 
ence  of  die  Lord  as  we  sang, 
"You  are  God  alone.  You  are 
on  your  throne."  It  was  not 
just  me  who  was  hearing  see¬ 
ing,  and  feeling.  Tears  oegan 
to  come  to  my  eyes  as  I 
diou^t  of  all  of  die  ways  that 
God  lud  blesaed  me  and  die 
confidence  that  I  can  have  in 
Him  knowing  that  He  cares 
about  me  ana  dut  my  future 
is  confidently  in  His  hands. 
As  I  looked  around  a  couple 
of  rows  in  front  of  me  diere 
was  a  lady  seemingly  about  45 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


apart- 

tkna  mlwinar  of  tntMic.  Submit  a 
rasuma  to  thaplnmaUyahoo.com  or  to 
WUK  S60W  Union  Rd.  Carrlare,  MS 


to  50  years  of  age  who  was 
wiping  tears  from  her  eyes 
wim  a  tissue.  A  man  who  was 
seated  one  person  away  from 
her  was  also  wiping  tears 
from  his  eyes.  A  child  sat 
between  them.  I  watched  as 
the  man  reached  across  to 
whom  I  suppose  was  his  wife 
and  he  put  his  hand  on  her 
shoulder  as  the  two  of  them 
continued  to  sing  and  weep. 
Seated  right  in  front  of  me 
was  an  older  gentleman  who  I 
would  descnoe  as  a  World 
War  n  veteran.  He  was  with  a 
younger  couple  and  I 
assuE^  they  were  his  daugh¬ 
ter  and  son-in-law.  He  was 
singing  and  weeping  all  at  the 
same  time.  The  lady  seated 
beside  him  found  a  tiwue  and 
handed  it  to  him.  He  kept  on 
singing  and  wiping  his  face. 

r  wondered  what  triggered 
sudi  a  re^xmse  in  his  lue  and 
in  die  couple  in  frcMit  of  them. 
Were  they  struggling  with 
some  significant  healtn  issue? 
Had  tiiey  lost  family,  friends,  a 
companion,  or  a  child?  I  did 
not  loMiw,  and  we  continued  to 
sing.  I  was  seated  by  a  gentle¬ 
man  tiiat  was  somewhere 
under  40  years  of  age.  His  pre- 
teen  daughter  accompanied 
him.  Tears  had  filled  his  eyes 
also.  He  tried  as  inconspicu¬ 
ously  as  possible  to  wipe  mem 
away  as  he  continued  to  sii^.  I 
wordered  if  die  modier  miwt 
be  sick  at  home,  or  maybe  she 
had  died,  or  maybe  diey  had 
been  through  a  divorce. 
Possibly  it  had  nothing  to  do 
with  where  she  was  because 
she  may  have  been  taking  care 
of  some  kids  back  in  the 
preschool  area  during  the  wor¬ 
ship  service.  I  did  not  know. 
All  if  knew  was  that  his  heart 
had  been  deeply  moved  in 
what  seemed  to  oe  a  meeting 


with  God  about  the  needs  in 
his  life.  We  kept  on  singing.  tei 
Just  glancing  across  die  con-  an 
gr^ation  I  saw  the  same  diing  du 
repeated  over  and  over  but  in( 
tnra  to  refocus  my  attention  on  thi 
just  joining  in  with  the  music, 
die  moment,  and  experiencing  tei 
the  diallenjge  and  die  encour-  flc 
agement,  comfort  and  die  of 
elation  of  knowing  that  we  can  fai 
meet  wi^  Go4  v^o  can  meet  he 
every  one  of  our  needs.  po 

I  thought  about  tears  in  the  ly, 
church  and  how  tears  are  a  sel 
God  designed  part  of  our  ve^  glj 
being.  Tears  have  such  a  wide  th( 
range  of  meanings  and  exc^  br 
for  die  ones  diat  are  flowing  wi 
down  your  own  cheeks,  you  di 
iiuy  not  know  why  th^  come 
or  what  d^  mean.  For  you  tir 
see,  sometimes  they  are  ^d  pr 
tears.  Through  the  years,  I  sa 
have  had  so  many  occasions  to  di 
be  at  a  moment  in  a  place  widi  as 
someone  who  just  Durst  out  rei 
crying  and  with  unomtrollable  its 
tears  said  somediing  like,  "I  cn 
am  just  so  hafipy!"  I  under-  rei 
stand  for  I  have  been  there.  pr 
At  other  times,  tears  are  It 
sad.  Generally,  we  think  that  wi 
they  are  sad  experiences,  but  sh 
not  always.  There  are  times 
when  tears  say  more  than 
words  would  ever  say  as  a  P.l 
son  or  daughter  stands  at  an  05 


open  casket  and  remembers 
au  of  the  love  and  caic,  the 
tenderness,  and  sometimes 
the  failings  that  came  from 
not  living  up  to  her  role  as  a 
son  or  daughter  and  mom  or 
dad  is  now  gone.  Tears  can 
come  from  the  grief  that 
comes  from  knowing  that 
someone  is  gone  and  lite  from 
that  point  on  will  be  a  lonelier 
road  to  travel. 

Sometimes  there  are  mad 
tears.  I  have  seen  people  get  so 
angry  about  some  situation  that 
they  were  in,  or  facing,  or  watdv 
ing  diat  diey  could  not  say  any- 
thi^.  They  could  only  cry. 

Oi  course,  there  are  bad 
tears.  Those  are  the  tears  that 
flow  when  we  face  the  reality 
of  our  own  sinfulness,  and  die 
fact  that  we  have  broken  the 
heart  of  God.  We  have  disap¬ 
pointed  otir  friends,  our  fami¬ 
ly,  and  have  miserably  let  our¬ 
selves  down.  Whether  they  are 

glad,  sad,  mad,  or  bad  tears, 
ley  may  be  used  of  God  to 
bring  us  into  an  encounter 
wimHim  that  can  set  life  on  a 
di^rent  course. 

As  die  worship  service  con¬ 
tinued,  diere  were  other  songs, 
prayers,  and  a  wonderful  mes¬ 
sage  fr^  God's  Word.  When 
die  service  was  over  it  seemed 
as  diough  we  all  went  forward 
refreriied  to  face  life  with  all  of 
its  ups  and  downs,  rivers  to  be 
crossed,  and  hills  to  be  climbed 
refreshed  because  we  had  die 
privilege  of  meeting  widi  God. 
It  was  as  if  our  tears  were 
washed  away  and  die  Son  was 
shining  bri^t. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  530,  Jacxson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral^bd>.org. 
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!  Church's  baptisms  include  tailgating  celebration 


In  January  2000,  115 
idiered  for  NewSprinj 


OcToeet  11-12, 2007 

AT  New  Orleans 

BaTTUT  THKMOOICAL  SiMlNAIty 


ANDERSON,  SJC.  (BP) 
—  The  kica  of  tailgating 


miglit  teem  rather  unueual 
to  some,  but  at  NewSpring 
Otufdv  iff  part  of  an  effort 
to  teach  peo^  with  the  cic- 
ativily  im  lelevanoe  found 
in  tlw  Bible. 

The  faat-«rowing  South¬ 
ern  BaptUt  congregation 
baptized  5^  b^leven  dur¬ 
ing  a  oriebration  ftaged  in 
its  paiiung  lot  with  more 
fantare  and  excitement 
dum  moat  churchgoers  typ¬ 
ically  expect. 

"We  mvited  people  to 
come  tailgate  befoie  die  bap¬ 
tisms  like  they  would  before 


a  football  game;''  said  To^ 
Mbcgaiv  chief  strategic  of^ 
oer  at  NewSpring  in 
AndersoaS.C. 

"People  brought  dwir 
RVs  ana  set  up  tents.  There 
were  televisions  going  with 
people  watdiing  food>all 
gaates  before  the  biqjtiam 
service  started,"  Morgan 
told  Bwtist  Press.  "Pei^de 
brought  grills  and  diey 
w^  makeng  food  for  them- 
sdveaandttlarinswithodi- 
en.  It  w»  pretty  nm." 

'  The  diur^  which  is_ _ 

iibbut  20  minutes  horn  the 
Oettison  University  campus, 
s^  up  doee  abcrve-ground 
pools  m  the  patidng  lot;  and 
two  pastors  in  each  pool  took 
about  90  minutes  to  baptize  dte 
562  people,  Morgan  said. 

Morgan  belief  it's  entirely 
approfmte  to  party  before  a 
bapttom  because  the  ordinance 
is  a  celebration. 

'  "It's  acknowledging  a  oom- 
mitnwnt  that  someone  tus  made 
wilhChrist  and  it's  something  to 
be  celebrated,"  he  said.  "Actually, 

1  personally  see  our  event  to  be 
more  oonsislent  widr  the  purpose 
of  baptism  —  peoede  making  a 
public  statennent  or  a  hdth  oom- 
mifoaent  that  thiw've  made." 

'Die  Septemoer  8  baptism 
event  was  the  culmiiuition  of  a 


two  pastors  in  each  pool  took 
about  90  minutes  to  baptize  die 


five-week  series  preached  bv 
NewSpriiw  pastor  Perry  Noble 
titled,  "Uiuminate,"  durins 
August  in  whidi  he  compared 
a  lue  widiout  Christ  to  a  life 
with  Christ. 

"Through  that  series  we  had 
around  cHX)  people  receive 
Christ"  Morgan  said.  "So  the 
firud  Sunday  of  the  series  Perry 
preached  a  message  about  bap¬ 
tism.  In  each  of  our  four  services, 
we  baptized  someone  during  the 
worsrap  part  of  the  service  and 
dien  Perry  taught  about  that" 

NewSpriiuc  besan  as  a  Bible 


study  tor  college  students  m 
Noble's  home  in  1998,  and  soon 
a  core  group  of  people  cast  a 
vidon  for  the  chuidt  plant. 

"With  a  church  on  practically 


every  comet  it  hardly  seemed 
tike  Anderson  needed  yet  anodi- 
er  churdv"  NewSpring's  website 
says;  "howevet  research  showed 
diat  nearfy  forty-eight  percent  of 
the  people  in  die  county  didn't 
atleM  onirch  on  a  regular  basis. 
So  diis  core  group  hM  a  vision: 
'Why  not  create  a  dnirch  diat 
would  adhere  to  solid,  Christian 
doctrine  but  would  be  entirely 
different  from  dw  other  churches 
in  die  community?"' 

The  group  cHose  to  focus  its 
ministry  on  duee  main  areas: 
making  die  diurch  the  "most 
creative  place  of  worship  on  the 
planet,"  doing  everything  with 
^'llO  percent  effort,  quality  and 
effectiveness,"  and  teaching 
people  how  God  and  the  Bible 


are  relevant  to  their  lives  todai 


Muiday  morning  service  on  me 
campus  of  An&rson  College, 
the  webMte  says.  Six  years  later, 
di^  finished  omstruction  of  a 
2,50(V-seat  auditorium  and  saw 
more  than  900  people  accept 
Chi^t  and  nearly  806  follow  in 
baposm  last  year  alone. 

^All  I  can  say  is  that  Perry 
has  committed  to  making  thie 
name  of  Jesus  famous,"  Morgw 
said  in  assessing  the  rapid 
growth.  "That's  the  sole  focus 
M  his  ministty  and  for  die  min¬ 
istry  of  New^iring  Churdi,  in 
that  everydiing  we  do  in  our 
worship  services,  everything  we 
do  throu^  our  ministry  pro- 
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Branson,  Nov.  5-9 

$675  dbl  occ 

5  days,  4  nights,  bus,  lodging  and  7  meals 
6  admissions: 

The  Promise,  Jim  Stafford,  lunch  cruise. 

Silver  Dollar  City,  Kirby  Van  Burch, 

Roy  Rogers  &  Dale  museum  and  show  . . . 
and  much  more! 

Smokey  Mtn.  Christmas  Dec.  10-14, 5  days  4  nights,  $700  dbl  occ 
Ski  the  Rockies  Dec.  31  -  Jan  5,  $880 


gramming,  everydiing 
we  try  to  communicate 
to  our  community 
reflects  that  focus.  I  think 
God  is  honoring  that." 

Granted,  the  sermon 
titles  and  some  odier 
dungs  the  diurch  does 
can  M  a  little  edgy  com¬ 
pared  to  most  Southern 
Baptist  churdies.  But  the 
philosophy  of  the 
diurdi's  leaders  is  that 
creativity  is  necessary 
for  accomplishing  the 
Great  Commission,  as 
noted  on  the  pastor's 
blog  September  12. 

^The  apostle  Paul  said 
in  Script^  that  Christ 
must  be  preached...  and 
NewSpring,  you  have 
my  promise  that  HE  will 
always  be  our  focus!" 
Perry  wrote,  "BUT  you 
also  have  my  promise 
that  diurch  wul  never  be 
beving  —  we  do  not  have 
a  boring  God  —  His 
bride  sh^d  not  be  bor¬ 
ing  either.  The  Bible  is  the 
most  exdting  book  that 
has  ever  be«i  written... 
****  and  we  will  present  it  in 
its  totality,  vmh  passkm, 
_  sincerity  and  creativity!!" 

All  age  groups  are 
catching  on  to  the  ministry 
style,  Ntoigan  said,  indudiM  a 
woman  who  is  101  years  old. 

"The  funny  di^  is  we  had 
tried  to  seat  her  in  die  back  of 
the  auditorium  thinking  she 
might  not  prefer  die  loud  music, 
and  she  wants  to  be  up  front 
dose  to  the  action,"  he  said. 

With  about  5,000  members 
but  8,000  in  attendance  on 
Sundays,  Morgan  noted  that  a 
lot  of  people  who  attend  die 
diurdi^s  services  aren't  mem¬ 
bers.  Whether  those  people  are 
seardiing  or  haven't  finalized 
thek  commitments,  he  sees 
promise  in  die  fact  that  they're 
gadiering  at  all. 

"I  th^  it's  a  great  thing 
when  people  in  die  diurch  can 
come  together  and  celebrate  the 
tcansformation  that  Christ  is 
making  in  people's  lives," 
Morgan  said. 
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And  want  to  recover  losses 

We  Can  Help! 

with  a  guraranleed 
return  of  principal 
Equity  Indexed  Annuity 

13.2% 

FMYcirGiiaraalM 
0*Mh«  FImhkW  Sarvioas 


406  Orchard  Park  Drive 
nir^ffanfl,  MS  39157 

1.800.8443254 

601.9573841 
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Doricy  Owjirch,  Portey 


3. 125ii  AmiMmagy,  SMvtri  Omnk,  Shknn 


aaam,  Cmy  PoumI  aid 
laite  IHonnfMon;  back  RMi 
Gam  Lodaa  Atfrad  Yoik, 
paator  Dimy  Rmhing,  aid 
JaryGunttiap. 


oeMwaled  its  12Slh 


15.  Shown 


'Historical 
piaridait  lUmadge  Smith 
pnacnting  a  plaqae  to  pas¬ 
tor  Wibon  E  ^Gem*  Erwin. 

4.  WilUamarUlc  Omicli, 
Koadnsko^  lecogniaes  its 
RAs.  Shown  are  daik 
Dean,  John  Cappdi,  David 
Odioa,  toufidon  Coduan, 
Ed 

Phinkett,  Ethan  Griffin,  and 
Eddie  CappeU. 

5.  Roy  and  Dorothy  Gelslon 
were  honored  and  preacnt- 
ed  a  plaque  by  Rfst  Chnrch, 
Lexington,  Sept  9,  for  their 
service  to  the  diurch.  Roy 
Gdaton  served  as  Sunday 
Sdiod  general  secretary  for 
•over  40  years,  and  Dorothy 
Gelston  serv^  as  churcn 
defk  for  over  40  years^  and 
served  a  number  of  years  as 
church  secretary.  Shown  are 
Sammy  Massey,  Roy 
Gdaton,  Dorot^  Gdstoa 
and  pastOT  Wes  Eonner. 

6.  Banker  Hill  Qnudi, 
Colombia,  celebrated  its 
125ffi  anniversary.  Shown  is 
Talmadm  Smith  presenting 
pastor  mndy  Gamer  with  a 
plaque  noting  the  event. 

7.  West  Heights  Charch, 
Pontotoc,  ordained  Rob 
Ray  to  die  ministry  Aug. 
19.  Shown  are  Ray  and  his 
wife  Christy. 

8.  New  Hope  Charch,  Coom, 
will  host  Second  Chance  in 
concert  Sept.  30, 1  p.m.  Fcht 
more  infonnation,  call  (662) 
455-4914. 

9.  First  Charch,  Morton,  is 
hosting  die  Scott  County 
Extravaganza  Outreadi 
Ministry  Ol.  6,  10  am.-2 
p.m.  which  will  indude 
games,  door  prizes,  face 
painting,  music,  drama, 
(towns,  and  othn  events. 
Concessions  are  available 
for  $25.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  caU  (601)  732-6664. 

10.  First  Charch,  GreenwoocL 
ordained  Brad  Moreman 
as  deaccm  Sept.  9.  Shown 
are  pastor  )oe  Pate  and 
Moreman. 


SchdoL  Shofwn  are  Mill^ 
and  Carter 

Ptee  Ckvrdi, 


'  J3iivid  Bnhop,  pastor. 

* 

IS.  Onita  Jamieson,  portray¬ 
ing  Miurgaiet  L4ickey,  vis¬ 
its  Suydea  Omrck, 
•  SUydesk,  Sept.  2.  Ed 
.  DfiiadUe,  director, 
3  QMtfch  -  Planting 

:  Department  Mississipfn 
t  Baptist  Convention 
'  Board,  brought  the  mom- 
message.  David 


19.  Rose  Honoied^  Holcomb  Churdv  lloli-uadi 


17.  ABsdonaries  come  home^ 
Concord  Church,  Benlon-llppidi 
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munc  disador 
Slapaid  for  17  years  of  ser- 
v|m  Skmvn  are  Shepard 
aM  oastor  Am  Bums. 


First  Church,  Bellevue, 
Hattiesburg,  nvill  honor 
Mslor  Dewey  Smith  Sept. 

10:15  a.m.,  in  recogni¬ 
tion  of  50  years  of  service. 


Church,  Slayden, 


dance  m  Sunday  School 


17.  Jonathan  and  llrKiea 
Crosby  and  son  Blake 
reoendy  returned  from 
Indonc^  uhere  they 
served  as  forete  mission¬ 
aries.  The  couple  presented 
a  program  at  Coswotd 
Qmrcit  Benton  Tippah 
Association  July  29. 


IS.  Morgan  Chapri  Chnich, 
Stuigisi,  ordimied  Wayne 
ScaiCeough  as  deacon  S%}t. 
9.  Shown  are  pastor  Ralph 
Windle,  Scarbrou^  and 

Jessie  Morgan  Scatorough- 

19.  The  Hmeleas  Ileasures  of 
Holcomb  Churdi,  Hol- 
condi,  honored  Rachel 
Roee  S«pt  9  with  a  party 
ceMxatmg  her  lOOdi  biidi- 
d^.  She  is  the  oldest  Hving 
member  of  die  church, 
being  s  member  since  1949. 
Shown  are  pastor  Bob 
Johnson  and  R^. 

20.  Star  Church,  Star, 
ordained  Gus  Bynum,  Lee 
Peafdei;  Jason  Bridges,  and 
Joe  Sharpe  as  deacnis  Sept 
9.  Shown  are  pastor  Vic 
Bowman,  Bynum,  Peadei; 
Bridges,  Sharpe,  and  Tom 
Edmonson. 

21.  Bunker  Hill  Church, 
Columbia,  ordained  Pbrter 
Wilks  and  Gannon  Rogers  as 
deacons  Aug.  26.  Shown  are 
Sissy  l^Uks,  WUks,  Ruidy 
Gardner;  Rogers,  Judy 
Rogers  and  JaoM  Robbkw. 
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LNC  FTBOO  PVLNCTCLN, 
LNC  ESUPCT  EBACLN;  DKL 
LNC  PUTA  UE  UKT  FUA 
ONBSS  OLBRA  EUT  CJCT. 

VOBVBN  EUTLM;  CVFNL 
Clue:  FmC 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
lUng  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  erxoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
artd  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Mark  Five:  Thirty-Four. 
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The  WUlUn  Cany 
Unhrenity  Chorale  will  per¬ 
form  wim  the  MiMisaippi 
^mphony  Orchestra  Oct  12 
at  Thalia  Mara  Hall  in  Jackson 
of  the  Missiasiimi's 


Celebrating  an  American 
Master  CcMnposer  concert. 
Presented  by  die  National 
Endonement  for  die  Arts 
die  Phil  Hardin 


MiMistoppi  Arts  Commission 
(MACX  tfie  oonoert  is  part  of 
die  American  Mastoipieces: 
Three  Centuries  of  Artistic 
Genius  NBA  inidadve-to 
acquaint  Ameriens  with  the 
bcM  of  their  cultural  and  artis¬ 
tic  Icgai^.  Ikkcts  for  the  con¬ 
cert  are  915  general  admieeion 
and  15  forsdidents  widi  ID 
and  can  be  puidiaeed  at  the 
door  or  by  vieidne  the  web- 
sde  at  wwwjnsoicheslnuoom 
or  by  calling  (601)  960-1565. 


22.  The  children's  choir  Of 
Gom  Church,  Cedumbia, 
presented  the  musical  Race 
to  Win  Aug.  5.  Shown  are 
the  pardapants.  Alicia 
Base,  dioir  cUrector;  Marie 
McArdiur,  pastor. 

23.  The  preschool  Sunday 
School  dasses  Ndseion 
Friends  of  Thekers  Crossina 
Chttfdi,  Lanrd,  collected 
food  to  be  delivered  to  the 
local  Christian  Food  NAaeion. 
Shown  are  the  parddpants. 

24.  Valley  Park  Chusch,  VUley 
Park,  recognized  Addie 
Mae  Holloway  for  56  years 
of  perfect  ancndance  in 
Sunday  School.  She  is 
shown  with  Ted  Porter; 
Sunday  School  director. 


25.  First  Church,  Lauderdale, 
ordained  Marlon  Lafferty 
as  deacon  Aug.  26.  Shown 
are  Ryan  Culpeper, 
Lafferty,  Ruth  Lafterty, 
and  Jimmy  Culpepper. 

26.  Vaiden  Church,  Vaiden, 
hosted  former  youth 
director  Joy  McComb  as 
she  shared  about  her  mis¬ 
sion  trip  to  Nicaragua. 

is  shown  widi  Harvey 
and  Rose  Ray,  who  recent¬ 
ly  returned  from  a  two- 
year  miMion  project  in 
Papua  New  Guuiea. 
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Mississippi  College  Librarian: 

special  CoUectiom  Ubrarum  reepomibk  for  the  daily  operation 
of  the  MS  Bapt  Hist.  Collection  &  the  M.C  Archives.  The  12- 
month  poeitkm  mgitiret  the  MLS  degree  from  an  ALA  accredited 
tmiversity,  Experince  neceeaary.  This  position  requires  effective 
computer  skiUs,  ability  to  effective  with  a  variety  of 
patrons,  interest  in  assisting  Baptist  churches  prepare  for 
anniversary  cMrrations,  and  rxher  typical  library  datties. 
Competitive  salary.  If  interested  in  additional  information, 
please  contoa  Ae  eeardr  committee  at  M.C.,  Phone  601 -92S-3434 
or  e-mail  mbhc9mc.edu. 


Irue  Love  Waits  International  to  move  into  Africa 


:  NASHVILU,  Tcim.  (BP)  —  Re 
IhM  Love  Waits  International  Ba 
offidaUy  laundied  its  initia*  an( 
tlvc  to  expand  its  abstinence- 
until-marriage  i 
dirou^out  Africa  during 
three-day  summit 
Johannewurg,  SouBt  Africa, 
attended  bv  representatives 
from  ei^t  African  countries. 

.  The  summit's  43  partici¬ 
pants  weee  raided  duouj  ‘ 
comprehensive  True  I 
Wain  International  training 
manual  with  follow-up 
lessons.  Th^  also  heard  from 
leaders  in  Uganda  and  Kenya 
about  successes  in  how  me 
TVue  Love  Waits  message  has 
been  implemented;  most  of 
the  work  True  Love  Waits  has  youth 
done  on  the  continent  has  duou^ 
been  in  dtese  two  countries 
"The  particip 
widt  a  sense  or 

that  did  not  _ 

throughout  die  week,"  said  summ 
^ron  Pumpelly,  who  serves  vision 
as  lead  consultant  for  True  Intern 
Love  Waits  International,  a  A  highlij 
ministry  oi  LifeWay  Christian  was  indivi 


iptist  Convention.  Pumpelly  Leaders  shared 
id  her  husband  Larry  intro-  statistical  infor- 
duced  True  Love  Waits  to  mation  about 
message  Uganda  in  1994  while  serving  their  countries 
a  as  missionaries  with  the  and  what  is  cur- 
in  International  Mission  Board.  rently  taking 
True  Love  Waits  co-founder  place  regarding 
Jimmy  Hester,  one  of  the  sexual  absti- 
speakers  at  the  Aug.  14-17  nence,  and  in 
summit,  added,  "To  illustrate  particular  True 
pi  a  the  diversity  of  the  group.  Love  Waits. 

.ove  there  were  medical  doctors.  One  leader 
pastors,  denominational  lead-  recounted  how 
ers,  health  organization  lead-  his  country  is 
ers  and  abstinence  leaders."  reaching  mili- 
The  common  thread  that  tary  personnel 
brought  the  group  together  witn  the  True 
was  a  shared  desire  to  see  a  Love  Waits 
movement  of  God  among  the  challenge. 
^  *1  of  their  countries  Another  told 

dirou^  young  people  commit-  how  churches 
ting  memselves  to  God's  plan  are  being  plant- 
came  for  their  sex  lives,  Hester  said,  ed  as  a  result  of 
taiicy  "Many  positive  comments  True  Love  Waits 
tinish  were  shared  that  affirmed  the  presentations 


lowed,  Uganda's  HIV /AIDS  'Wow!  This  is  really  special.'" 
prevalence  rate  (the  percent-  Edioing  Hester's  senti- 
age  of  prople  living  with  ments,  Tshepo  i^alaeng  from 
hnV  /  AIDS)  —  whidi  m  some  Botswana  wrote  in  a  folmw-up 
areas  was  above  30%  —  e-maiL  "I  just  want  to  say  a  spe- 
dixmped  to  the  current  rate  of  dal  dvank  you  for  invitmg  me 
6.7%  of  the  country's  25  mil-  to  die  summit;  [it]  was  an  eye- 
lion  people.  opener  and  miritually  reviving. 

True  Love  Waits  has  been  a  I'm  looking  forward  to  working 
part  of  mission  strategy  for  die  widi  you,  because  Botswana  is 
International  Mission  Board  one  countey  diat  needs  the  True 
for  many  years.  In  addition  to  Love  Waits  message." 

Uganda  and  Kenya,  True  Love  Hester  indicated  that  he 
Waits  is  being  used  in  South  and  the  other  True  Love  Waits 
Africa,  Botswana,  Zambia,  International  team  members 
Tanzania,  Swaziland  and  have  a  sense  of  excitement 
Mozambique,  with  a  number  about  what  God  is  going  to  do 
of  missionaries  directly  next  now  that  the  summit  has 
involved  in  die  ministry.  concluded. 

"The  majority  of  those  that  "When  Richard  Ross  [now 
attended  the  summit  are  a  Southwestern  Seminary  pro¬ 
young  African  leaders  who  fessor]  and  1  first  sketched  out 
know  the  significance  of  the  the  concept  for  True  Love 
True  Love  l^its  commitment  Waits  on  a  napkin,  1  never 
and  how  it  can  affect  the  dreamed  I'd  be  sitting  in 
future  of  their  countries,"  South  Africa  14  years  later," 
Hester  said.  "When  we  gave  Hester  said.  "It's  amazing  to 
them  the  True  Love  Waits  see  how  great  God  is  and  the 
manual,  their  reaction  was,  magnituck  of  His  plan." 


Holly  Springs  Church,  Foxworth: 
Homecoming,  OcL  14;  Sunday  ^hool,  10  a.m., 
worshm,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  covered  dish  lunch 
and  afternoon  singing;  Robert  Sones,  speaker; 
Ron  Jordan,  pastor. 

Mt.  Pisgah  Church,  Enid:  Homecoming,  Oct. 
14;  musical  guests,  the  Holcomb  Sisters,  10  a.m.; 
worship,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  fellowship  din¬ 
ner;  P.J.  Weeks,  speaker;  Marty  Evans  Jr.,  pastor. 

Phalti  Church,  Pachuta:  Homecoming,  Oct  7, 

10:30  a.m.;  Mickey  Walls,  speaker;  Freddy  Odom, 
pastor. 

Tillatoba  Church,  Tillaloba:  Homecomin|L 
Nov  30;  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  fellowship,  10:X 
ajn.;  worship,  11  a.m.,  followed  1^  poduck  dinner; 
Mike  Ramage,  speaker;  Rickey  Harris^  pastor. 

Union  Church,  Roxie:  Homecoming  and 
Reviv^  Oct  7-9;  Sun.,  Sunday  Sdiool,  10  a.m.; 
worship,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  ainner  arid  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-fue.,  7  p.m.;  Lee  Shipp,  speaker;  Andy 
McDaniel,  pastor. 


Antioch  Church,  Neshoba  County: 
Homecoming  Sept  30;  services,  11  a.m.,  follows 

covered  d^  meal  followed  by  afternoon  ser¬ 
vice,  1:30  p.m.;  Ray  Spence  anci  Rusty  Walton, 
speakers;  KeNin  Thcmpson  and  local  talmt  music. 

Carey  Chapel  Church,  Red  Banks:  Homccom- 
iim  and  harvest  IcstivaL  Oct  7;  services.  10*30  a.m., 
foSowed  by  dinner  on  the  grounds  and  games  and 
singing,  1  p.m.;  Carl  Teel,  speaker. 

Center  Terrace  Church,  Canton:  Revival, 
Octl4-17;  Sun.,  10:30  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Allen  Stevens,  speaker;  Judy  Davis, 
music;  Danny  Berry,  pastor. 

Good  Hope  Church,  Lena:  Harvest  Day,  Oct 
28;  services,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch;  Wayne 
Mc<^,  speaker;  Dean  Cook,  pasior. 

Highland  Church,  Cry'stal  Springs: 
Revival,  Sept.  30-Oct.  3;  Sun.,  10:30  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  covered  dish  luncheon  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Kenny  Digby,  speaker; 
Perry  White,  music. 


GIFTS  OF  HONOR 
AND  MEMORY 


cAILOa 


Dr.  Rory  Lae.  Executive  Director 
P.O.  Bok  27 

Clinion.  MS  38080<X)27 
(601)  922-2242 

www.b«pti«tohiMr«nivillao«.coni 


AMO^  deUyared  79  bair 
Baptist  Children^  VRUm 
fincm  Mr.  &  Mn. 
Waynesboro,  MMisippi 


Mn.MMM«Hok 

Dr.  *  Mn.  Rstott  M.  Hamwy 

BvMyaMM* 


Mr.  *  Mn.  W.  M.  McBroy 
Mr.*Mn.LC.  AUni 


Mr.  k  Mn.  Pmy  E.  Alhnion 
Clnrlw  E  YMtwi)i 
Mr.  Ik  Mi«.  Aft  I  Mulctn 


Current  Needs  List 

Sponsors: 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Reading  the  Handwrithig  on  the 

DmM  5:1-31  (Focal  22-0^  WKSl) 


lard  ci  God,  ry  ol  NaPudiaiMiiat  me- 
Wri^iiw  cafii  for  iKc  <»c^  alalet  tht  tm^  (22-23; 
viiMliof  ■old  and  ail-  30a  nCSB) 'Buf  ym  Wi  ntoew- 
ym,  whidi  had  baan  $or,  BaWhaiaar,  kme  mai  kumkkd 
talsMt  out  of  dit  laonplc  woMrhawLrMNlhoiMhMntfciMW 
In  Jaruaalam  and  dadi-  all  iWr.  (23)  Imim,  yam  haw 
cal^  to  dia  worahip  of  exaltad  yount^  agautat  tka  Load 
YakwwlL  to  ba  brought  haaom.  Thr  vtaaala  fnaa  Hu 

_ _  _  to »  tato  dia  hall  and  uaed  kotueaurebaongkihyoKamdas 

Paihaps  you  have  haaid  of  dia  bold  and  ian§ar  amm  for  drinkina  by  die  cul-  yoa  and  yonr  noNcs,  anws,-  and 

somaona  or  have  aald  it  ouadiaaaapactofahumanbaing  tic  revalm  in  prflaa  of  dwir  oomeubnm  dramk  wtnr  from 
youiadt  'Hna  handwriting  ia  toward  our  omn^xjtant  God  goda  of  gold  ana  ailvar.  dum,  yon  paaiaad  tka  goda  waada 

on  (ha  wall*  Thia  phraae  ia  uaad  Briahaasa^  a  aucoaaaor  of  Immadiately,  a  hand  appaan  of  aUoar  am  gold,  baoiua,  iron, 
to  say  that  a  paraon  should  pay  NabudtadnaisaL  vrigned  <hv-  and  bagina  to  write  on  a  wall  awod,  and  stone,  wfcicfc  do  not  see 
attention  to  what  is  obvious,  ing  this  time  while  nis  fadiec  Belahaiw  ia  terriflad.  He  can-  or  bear  or  understand,  Bnt  yon 
Anodier  expression  duit  is  NabonktuL  was  fighting  die  not  understand  the  message  bawnot  rlori^  tbe  God  a^ 
heard  fiaquoidy  is  "wei^wd  in  Pof8iiaM.lnare  had  been  four  «id  calls  for  the  mystics  of  to  bolds  yonr  qfb^vaetb  m  His  band 
the  balanro  and  found  wand-  kbiga  between  Ncbuchadnecxar  court,  who  also  cannot  interpret  and  nno  controls  (be  nboir  oonrse 
ng.*  These  are  taken  from  the  and  B^diaiaar.  h  is  dear  from  die  message.  History  repMts  o^yonrltfb.* 

Bole  and  found  in  Daniel  5.  Use  (his  study  diat  Nebudiadnet-  itself.  Hearing  the  nuoi;  the  (30rAnd  that  very  nii^t 
of  diese  expressions  by  pe<^  aar's  emarienoe  and  acceptance  queen  mother  comes  into  die  Belahazaar  the  king  of  die 
in  all  areas  of  die  wcMid  is  nu^  ofGodmdielastlaaoonwasnot  banquet  haO  and  she  is  used  by  Chakleaiu  was  killad. 
ther  evidence  of  the  impact  of  translated  into  die  heart  of  God  as  she  rennembers  Danin.  These  events  remind  us  of 
die  BMa  on  various  cultures.  Belshazzar.  Yk  find  him  hosting  9ie  recaUs  him  beinc  elevated  the  urgent  necessity  to  evaluate 
In  Daniel  Chapter  5,  we  a  pagan  feast  and,  in  a  drunken  to  the  chief  position  oc  die  divin-  our  lives  in  diis  very  moment 
come  to  die  end  days  of  state,  a  fitel  though  occurs  to  era  of  the  kingdom — a  man  who  What  choices  are  we  making? 
Bab^km.  The  problem  ot  pride  hhn  diat  reveab  nis  heart  of  could  provide  the  interprets-  Are  they  governed  by  (he  stan- 
>8  explored  more  deeply  by  inaolenoe  and  diweapect  and  his  tkxi.  she  describes  him  as  oeing  dard  or  right  and  wrong  in 
looking  at  die  problem  of  inso-  feelings  of  supmority  to  a  special  man  of  insight  intelli-  God's  eyes?  The  longer  I  live 
lenoe.  This  insolence  is  not  just  Omnisdent  Ckxl.  gence,  and  wisdom.  die  more  1  am  cognizant  of  the 


Explore  the  Bible 

Take  Part  In  Missions 

Matthew  9*.35-38;  l(h5-14, 26-31 


excuses  before  coming 


By  Michael  Smith 


IMB  retirees  gather  to  celebrate  26,000  years  of  service 


RIDGECREST,  N.C. 

(BP)  —  When  you've 
•en^  for  more  dun 
26,000  years,  you  deserve 
to  celebrate. 

As  part  of  the 
Intematronal  Misakm 
Board  (IMB)  Year  of  Emeiitl 
observance,  neaiiy  1,000 
retired  missionaries  united 
for  the  first  time  at  LifeWsy 
Ridgecrest  Conference 
Center  in  North  Carolina, 
the  very  location  where 
many  ot  them  first  heard 
God^s  to  missions. 

The  retirees  who  attend* 
ed  comprise  two-thirds  of 
the  approximately  1,400 
living  emeritus  Southpm 
Baptist  missionaries  and 
served  a  cumulative  total 
of  more  than  26,000  years 
on  mission  fields  around 
the  world,  according  to 
IMB  estimates. 

''You  may  feel  duit  old, 
but  you  realw  aren't,"  IMB 
President  Jerry  Rankin 
joked  as  he  paid  tribute  to 
the  retirees  at  the  Sept.  10* 

13  event.  "As  I  look  at  you  , 
and  realise  %^t  has  gone  ^ 
before,  how  grateful  we  are  ^ 
that  it  didn't  start  with  us  ^ 
youiwsters.  You  represent  a  ^ 

bfoUcal  model  of  follow^  _ 

God  as  Abraham  did.  You 
represent  a  passion  to  wor^p 
God  as  laidan  did,  to  say  to  Him, 
'Here  am  1,  Lord,  send  me.' 

"You  had  the  vision  of  Paul 
who  was  called  to  regions 
beyond  and  to  do  whate^  it 
tatm  to  get  the  Goapd  to  dte 


HQMI 


jBwiftei  and  Norma  Powofi  (Mb  are 
Jarry  Baiii^  antMtit  wMi  Bobbye,  «vho 


oring  the  new  emeritus 
croup,  IMB  president 
Rankin  said  their  min- 
ist^  «vill  continue. 

tot  missionaries,  the 
word  "retirement''  is 
really  a  misnomer, 
Rankin  said. 

"Your  call  is  irrevo¬ 
cable.  You  will  omtinue 
to  find  avenues  of  ser¬ 
vice  as  you  mobilize 
others  in  our  churdtes. 
Many  of  you  will  be 
returning  ro  the  fields. 
You  can^t  turn  loose  of 
the  peoples  and  the 
places  where  you've 
invested  your  lives  for 
many  years,"  he  said. 
"They're  too  much  a 
part  of  your  heart,  and 
your  heart  is  still  diere." 

Newest  retirees 

The  new  retirees 
included  Bill  and  Susan 
Smith,  the  first  Southern 
Baptist  misuonaries  to 
serve  in  die  revolution- 

worker  who  mobilizes 
J  all  die  resources  <rf  die 

i(Vi  3.  (w  pnofo  Dy  eMi  Christian  worid  to  brine 


ends  of  ^e  earth,  and  long  still  tell  people  about  Jesiis. 
before  we  formulate  a  mission  "I  evangelize  anytime,"  he 
vision  diat  we  would  lead  all  said. 

Southern  Baptists  to  be  on  mis¬ 
sion  with  God,  you  were  fulfill-  'Fhatked  retirement' 

ing  that  vision.^ 

Some  of  the  retirees  are  mov-  The  Lochridges'  ongoing 
ing  slower  these  days.  Some  commitment  to  missions  is 
use  canes,  walkers,  or  hearing  shared  by  many  of  the  retirees 
aids,  but  their  passion  for  mis-  who  garnered  at  Ridgecrest, 
sions  burns  as  bri^t  as  ever.  Mission  statesman  mnston 
Jim  Lochridge,  H  was  the  Crawley,  87,  first  came  to 
first  to  arrive  for  an  evening  cd-  Ridgecrest  at  age  7  widi  his 
ebtalion  service  at  Ridgecrest's  preadier  fadier.  He  went  to 
Spilman  Auditorium.  He  sat  China  as  a  missionary  in  1947 
middle  center  ^xirting  a  royal  and  later  oversaw  the  Foreign 


bade,"  he  recounted. 

The  Lodiridges  still  lead 

Bible  camps  for  boys  and  girls 

in  dteir  native  North  CaitMina 

and  other  states,  and  some  of 

dteir  young  campers  have 

become  misMnarles.  They  also 
. •••  .  •  •  .  •  ' 


earth,  and  long  still  tell  people  about  Jesus 


1  evangelize  anytime,' 


'Fltatked  retirement' 

The  Lochridges'  ongoing 
commitment  to  missions  is 


Crawley,  87,  first  came 


blue  island  shirt  and  expectant¬ 
ly  teuppfatg  a  shiny  bamboo  cane. 

"tou  comeeany,  you  get  the 
best  seal*  he  said,  cracxing  a 
grin.  His  wife  Mary  s<x>n 
Mined  him,  wearing  a  mat^- 
mgshirt  and  smile. 

^1^'re  on  our  61st  honey¬ 
moon,"  Lochridge  declared, 
referring  to  their  recent  wed¬ 
ding  anniversary. 

Mnning  to  1958,  the 
Lochmoss  worked  far  27  years 
to  toe  rttetoptoe^  where  he  was 

PPHKKM  Of  uW  dOUCnCni  DtfXISC 

College  to  Mlang.  It  %vaan't  his 
first  mne  to  toe  regton,  however. 
He  saw  action  as  a  U5.  Marine  to 
some  of  toe  bkxxiieat  fldittog  to 
the  Pacific  during  WcmmWi^. 

Like  many  members  of  toe 
great  postwar  generation  of 
miasiemaries,  he  returned  to 
Asia  bearing  not  a  gun  but  the 
Good  News  of  Chnst.  "I  saw 
the  q)iritual  poverty  in  the  eyes 
of  those  peo^,  and  I  had  to  go 


^w  Intenutional)  Mission 
Board's  overseas  operations 
durtog  decades  of  expimsion  to 
new  ndds  worldwide. 

He  retired  in  1987  but  con¬ 
tinues  to  teach  missions  boto  in 
toe  United  States  and  abroad. 
"I  flunked  retirement," 
Crawley  quipped.  "I  became  a 
wandemg  seminary  teacher." 

Next  year  he  plans  to  teach  in 
Ttiwait  ne  si^  "Lord  willing." 

The  emeritus  miaaionanM, 
combined  with  the  current  IMB 
mission  force  of  5,2H  account 
few  more  than  a  third  of  all  toe 
Soutoem  Baptist  miasiemaries 
who  have  ssorved  abroad  dur¬ 
ing  the  board's  162-year  histo¬ 
ry,  according  to  Ranlun. 

Five  served  45  years  cm  their 
nUasion  fields.  Thirty-eight 
served  40  or  more  years. 

Merrsl  Callaway,  91,  was 
appointed  in  1942.  He  served  in 
Morocco  and  Yemen,  he  told 
fUlow  retirees,  adding  emphat¬ 


ically,  "It  all  was  a  jov!"  Eleven 
otoers  present  also  were 
appointea  during  toe  '40s. 

Many  of  toe  iitissicmaries 
started  Baptist  woric  in  their 
countries  ci  service.  Many  saw 
toeir  children  and  grarulduldren 
follow  toem  into  missiem  woric. 
Himdieds  had  to  evacuate  their 
fields  ex'  take  cover  diuing  wars, 
coi^  and  levohitkms. 

Harold  Hurst,  who 
launched  Southern  Baptist 
work  in  Hemduras  half  a  cen- 
tiuy  ago,  remembers  three  rev- 
oluticms  in  one  year  —  includ- 
mg  one  cm  his  birthday. 

^The  kids  were  asking,  'Dad, 
are  all  diose  firecrackers  out¬ 
side  for  your  birtoday?'"  he 
recalled,  ft  was  gunfire.  Hurst 
still  leads  volunteer  teams  to 
Hemduras  several  times  a  year 
as  his  healto  permits. 

Living  legettds 

If  the  cliche  "livtog  legeiuls" 
ever  applied  to  a  group  of  peo¬ 
ple,  it  applied  to  tola  group, 
whito  tocluded: 


I oem  tmnm  ^w^wjms  soamimasmm  ^^orker  who  mobilizes 

J  all  toe  resources  <rf  toe 

10-13.  (v  phot)  oy Bin  pr^^m)  Christian  worid  to  bring 

_  toe  Gospel  to  an  entire 

people  group. 

•  Sam  and  Ginny  Carmata,  Also  intoided  were  15  mis- 

medical  missionaries  who  skxiaties  who  worked  in  Central 
ervdured  false  arresl  life  under  Eastern,  arvl  Southern  Africa  as 
ccxnmunism,  and  several  wars  the  nrodem  plague  of  AIDS 
to  make  disciples  during  35  swept  the  legicxt  They  brou^ 
years  in  East  Africa.  help  and  hope  to  toouaaiKis  of 

Africans  newy  sufibcated  by 

•  David  and  Max  King,  who  hopelessness. 

pioneered  seminary  educatiem  ^'During  toe  early  '80S|,  AIDS 
tor  students  torou^out  toe  swept  over  toe  ooimtry,"  said 
Middle  East  during  decades  of  Linda  Rice,  who  served  in 
service  in  war-ravaged  Lebancm.  Uganda  with  her  husband  Jim, 

for  31  years.  "It  was  a  rich  opfX)r- 

•  Jurhee  Philpot,  who  tunity  for  witness.  Gmst's 


Jurhee  Philpot,  who 
ed  to  serve  in  Mexico  and 


returned  to  serve  in  Mexico  and 

Costa  Rka  after  her  husband  Jim  "  inose  once^pped  by  tear 
was  murdered  in  Me)dco  in  1^.  of  toe  disease  Mcamte  deeper- 

ate  to  make  every  minute  count 

•  J.O.  and  Mabdee  Terry,  mis-  in  bold  witness  and  exuberant 
naries  to  the  Philippines  and  worship.  My  o%vn  faito  grew  as 
inpore,  who  h^)ra  develop  I  walked  with  them." 

>  mole  storying  methods  now  The  new  retirees  and  their 
k1  to  evangelize  people  older  mentors  also  rubbed 
Mips  around  toe  worid.  shoulders  with  48  new  missiem- 

aries  lyroointed  at  Ridgecrest 

•  CatoetineVViilkei;34yearBin  Sept.  l2  oy  IMB  trustees. 


tunity  for  witness.  Christ's 
Gonpel  transformed  lives. 

"Those  once  ^pped  by  fear 
of  toe  disease  becaune  de^ier- 


•  J.O.  and  Mabdee  Terry,  mis- 


the  Bible  storying  methods  now 
used  to  evangelize  people 
groups  arouiKl  toe  worid. 


•  Carl  Hunker^  91,  a  Chiiui 
missionary  who  left  the  main¬ 
land  one  step  ahead  of  the  con- 
cpiering  communists.  He  went 
cm  to  lead  the  Taiwan  Baptist 
Thec^ogical  Seminary  for  many 
years  as  president  and  dean. 

"My  Use  was  evanadism,  pas¬ 
turing,  and  teaching,'*  he  said.  It 
still  u.  "How  much  Icmger? 
Ihafs  in  toe  Lord's  hands." 

•  Jim  and  Betty  McKinley 
and  Tom  and  Gloria  Thurmaa 
who  braved  dvil  war;  devastat¬ 
ing  floods,  and  famine  to  share 
toe  love  of  Christ  wito  toe  peo¬ 
ple  of  Bangladesh. 


China  and  Irvlonesia,  who 
exteiKled  her  impact  globally 
after  retiremem  as  toe  fiite  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  IMB  international 
prayer  strategy  office  in  the  1960b. 

Ttading  stories 

The  retirees  attended  confer¬ 
ence  sessions  cm  current  IMB 
missiem  strategies  as  well  as 
workshops  and  eitoibits  high- 
Ujtoting  sudt  topics  as  success¬ 
ful  agimg,  navigating  retire¬ 
ment,  mort-term  overseas 
opportunities,  and  mobilizing 
locSd  churdics  for  missions  — 
but  mostiy  toey  visited  %vlto 
each  otoci^  hugged  old  friends, 
and  traded  missiem  stories. 

They  also  welcomed  60 
newly  retired  missionaries 
into  toeir  fraternity.  At  a  spe¬ 
cial  service  Septeniber  11  hon- 


"We  see  it  as  being  a  link  in 
the  duun,"  said  one  new  mis- 
rionary  headed  to  work  among 
an  unreactoed  Muslim  people 
group  in  Africa.  "They've  gone 
before  us,  and  they're  sucm  an 
inspiratkm  toat  we  can  do  tois 
too.  It's  like  toe  great  cloud  of 
witnesses  in  Hebrews  11.  Man, 
toeae  saints  have  done  it. 

"The  Kii^dom  is  going  to 
have  a  lot  of  peoirie  b^use  of 
toese  folks,  and  when  toey  say 
toe/re  gonna  pray  for  you, 
to^re  gonna  pray! 

How  did  me  older  saints 
advise  the  new  workers  to  relate 
to  the  people  they  will  serve? 

"Just  love  mem,"  urged 
Nettie  Gammase,  who  served 
wito  her  late  Husband,  Al  in 
South  Korea  and  the 
Philippines  for  38  years,  "and 
stay  in  touch  wito  Jesus." 


f 


